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Background 
Regardless of the place on Earth, national identity is today dominant and unquestionable social category, imprinted in current human individual and collective identity, used broadly in the political, cultural and daily-life contexts. However, questions about the very origin of the national idea, its roots and evolution, as well as its meaning and possible future, still remain opened. What we know for sure, that rather marginal before 1800s, nationalism became central and dominant ideology within last two centuries. Current Europe, which was a cradle of – at least – modern nationalisms (if not nationalism tout court), gives as daily plenty of examples, why studying nationalism is still a challenge to understand the topic that daily affects lives of people, politics, economy, not mentioning culture and media. Moreover, nationalisms in Europe still shows their complex and specific characters, which differ them from nationalism in other part of the globe (like in the US). Instead of giving you fast and easy answers to the questions about nationalisms, this course will offer you possible, yet rather complex historical explanations and hypothesis. Instead of a fun- or insider-perspective we will try to find more distanced observer’s perspective, who is able to see complexities, peculiarities and paradoxes of the reality.  
Course Objectives, Perspectives, Approach, and Structure
Main aim of the course is to give a basic of the relationship between "identity" and "nationalisms" in its historical development in Europe, especially since late 18th century. Taking into account different examples from the European history (France, Spain, and United Kingdom) the course will focus predominantly on modern Central and Eastern Europe (territories of former Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and Austro-Hungarian Empire). Classes will be divided into three blocks of topics. First will deal with fundamental concepts of identity, nation and nationalism. Using different approaches and theories (modernism, ethno-symbolism, ethnic and civic nationalism etc.) of authors like Ernest Gellner, Anthony Smith, Miroslav Hroch, Ernest Renan, Rogers Brubaker, Antonina Kłoskowska, it aims at applying those theories to both historical (in the second block of topics) and contemporary reality (in the third bloc). Beginning with pre-modern forms of national (“noble nation”), ethnic and other collective identities, the course will focus on the processes of formation modern nations in Europe and their consequences for the history of the region in 20th century.

The class could have a mixed-form of a seminar and lecture, with students’ presentations on selected topic and readings, and discussions on theoretical and historical issues.
Course Requirements
There are four requirements of the course, each building on another. Each requirement constitutes a fraction of the final grade.

· Presence in the class (4 absences possible) 
· One report („protocol”, „minutes”) on previous class (ca. 5-10 minutes) – 10 per cent of final grade
· One-two presentations based on readings – 20 per cent each
· Mid-term in-class exam – 20 per cent
· Case-study final paper (analysis): 3-6 pages + bibliography (1 page) – 30 per cent
· (additional 0-5 per cent for an active participation in the class discussions)
Structure and form of the presentation:

· Time: 8-15 minutes 
· Form: any (Power Point / Prezi…, handouts, blackboard notes…) 
· Content:
· About the author
· Contexts (possible: whole book, other authors, methodology, time and place…)
· Main arguments & the thesis of a text – a brief summary
· Your own comments, questions for discussions 
· …
Mid-term exam will take place on October 10. It will be an open-book exam. Your task will be to answer few open questions about the theories of nationalism and national identity that were discussed during the course.
Deadline for the final paper is December 14, 10.00 PM (please, send on: mjarzabe@ur.rochester.edu)

The case-study final paper must be a study of one, or more, cases of nationalism / national identity / national formation in Europe, focusing on a chosen problem. It should have 3-6 pages of standardized text (plus bibliography) and follow the rules of standard academic papers, particularly using references and listing literature and other sources. The criteria of evaluation will include: (1) structure, (2) clarity of the argument, (3) analytical and critical faculty, (4) use of literature and other sources, and (5) writing style (clarity, punctuation, grammar, referencing, bibliography and other sources).

In order to receive a positive final grade, all components of it must be positive, i.e. between A and D.

The scale is: 100–95 per cent = A, 94–90 per cent = A-, 89–85 per cent = B+, 84–80 per cent = B, 79–75 per cent = B-, 74–70 per cent = C+, 69–65 per cent = C, 64–60 per cent = D, less than 60 per cent = E.

Prerequisites
No previous knowledge of any aspect of the course is required. 

Academic Honesty:
www.rochester.edu/College/honesty/
Readings
Required reading will be accessible on the Blackboard. Extended, or context readings can be reached in the Rush Rhees Library or online via the Library system  

Students are obliged to study the required reading or readings for each class.
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Books accessible online:

· Eugen Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen

· Anthony Smith, Nationalism and Modernism

· Anthony Smith, The Cultural Foundations of Nations : Hierarchy, Covenant, and Republic

· The Invention of Tradition

· Eric Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism since 1780

· Timothy Snyder, Reconstruction of Nations

· Timothy Snyder, Bloodlands

· Jeremy King, Budweisers into Czechs and Germans

· Brian Porter, When nationalism began to hate: imagining modern politics in nineteenth century Poland

· Encyclopedia of Nationalism: Leaders, Movements, and Concepts
· Bjork, James. Neither German, nor Pole 
Books accessible (reserved) in the Library:

· Miroslav Hroch, Social preconditions of national revival in Europe: a comparative analysis of the social composition of patriotic groups among the smaller European nations

· Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism

· The Oxford Handbook of the History of Nationalism. Ed. John Breuilly

· Anthony Smith, Ethno-Symbolism and Nationalism: A cultural approach 


