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Welcome Back! 

 As we continue the University of Rochester Symphony Orchestra’s season. Tonight’s concert 
can most certainly be termed a symphonic journey. Manhattan Matins comes from the contemporary 
British composer Peter Longworth, but you’ll definitely hear an homage to both Gershwin’s and 
Copland’s sonic impressions of New York City as the day gets going. Car horns compete with jazz 
figures throughout, in a tapestry of playful competition. Our symphony this evening premiered exactly 
two hundred twenty-two years, nine months, and four days ago, at a concert that Beethoven gave in 
Vienna that included his Seventh Symphony. The crowd then (and even now) considered the Seventh a 
better piece, prompting a direct question to Beethoven himself from his friend Carl Czerny. He asked 
why the Eighth wasn’t as popular as the Seventh. Beethoven replied, “Because the Eighth is better.”  
  
 And that’s where we’ll leave that.  
        Enjoy Every Superior Note! 

        Mark Powell, DMA 
        Senior Lecturer in Music 
        Director of Orchestral Activities

P R O G R A M  
Manhattan Matins           Peter Longworth (b.1990) 

Symphony No. 8 in F Major, Op. 93        Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) 

conductor, Mark Powell
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