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I heartily concur with the honorable members of the Board
who are of opinion that our higher institutions of learning, may
readily and usefully to the State and to themselves, impart the
elements of a respectable military education to the young men
under their care who have any aptitude for a military career. I
deem this quite practicable in institutions wherein the course of
gtudies for the seniors could be extended to two years, as it may
in ours.

In our institution, one of the professors of higher mathematica
being a graduate of the polytechnic schopl, and having served a
long time in the army, could take upon himself the duties of the
military professorship. But as our college has not as yet taken
that development which it bids fair to have, and as the number
of our undergraduates is still inconsiderable, it seems to me more
conducive to its interests to defer for some time the establishing
of a department of military instruction. When, however, its
charter will be perpetual, the number of its undergraduates will
doubtless increase, and such amelioration be introduced as may
prove to the honorable Board that our aim will be to merit a con-
tinuance of their benevolent patronage.

May I add that a camp life, even for a short period, though of
manifest advantage to those who intend to lead a military life,
might be, in some respects, prejudicial to others, and not fully
meet with the approbation of parents,

Yours, respectfully,
JOS. DRUTHALLER, President.
Hon. Joux V, L. Pavys, LL. D.,

Chancellor of the University.

HUDSOX RIVER INSTITUTE.
Cravenack, N. Y., February 7, 1862
Hon. 8. B, WooLworTH : d

Dear Sir—In reply to your circular of the 27th of January, I
would say,

1. As to the general practicability of introducing military
drill, &ec., into the colleges and academies. We have not a doubt
of its practicability and of its beneficial results to the State and'
the country.
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2d. Our institution has established a military department. Its
success has exceeded our most sanguine expectations.

3d. We prefer to make this military professorship a separate
one.

4th. We think that the State should give $2,400.00 to each
academy that instructs one hundred pupils free in military drill,
manual of arms, and the theory of military engineering. That
is, give eight dollars for each pupil for each term, (one third of
a year). The State should also furnish the arms and battery.

5th. An actual life inthe camp for four weeks would not in any
way interfere with our general course of study, or our vacations.

The encampment can be in July and August, when almost all
schools are in vacation. Any school having the appointment,
could arrange its vacations to conform to the law.

Our experience with a military class three terms, which has
enroled over one hundred names, enables us to give the following
as a result of our experience.

1st. The pupils in the drill study more and recite better than
those who are not.

2d. A stranger will discriminate pupils who are in the drill by
their gait. Their general bearing is also marked as improved
in ease and gracefulness.

8d. We find this an excellent mode of teaching submission to
authority.

4th. Pupils do not weary of the drill after a few weeks. All
who have dropped it have done so on account of the expense
which they did not feel able to pay.

5th. Our military pupils have expressed a desire to go into
camp o few weeks, and have the promise of being permitted to
do 80 next summer.

6th. We require the pupils to do general duty, occasionally all
night, and to allow no person to pass without the countersign.
They perform this duty cheerfully, although they have had to
make a great many arrests,

7th. We try and convict those who violate the strictest mili-

law. We have not had a murmur against submitting to the
decigion of the court-martial or superior officer. v

gth. We think it essential to sustain the department that the

pupils dress in uniform and have arms and accoutrements.

Yours, very truly,
A. FLACK.
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ONEIDA SEMINARY.

February 15, 1862,
Hon. 8. B. WooLworTs :

Dear Sir—The circular of the Regents relating to a military
department in our colleges and higher institutions, was received
this morning. To the subject-matter of the circulac.I have given
considerable attention for a foew months past. Early in Septem-
ber last I encouraged the young men of this institution to form a
military company. Edwin Brown, a pupil, but at the same time
our teacher of calisthenics and gymnastics, was elected captain.
Our professor of languages, who during his course at Union
College, gave considerable attention to military studies. took
the company under his special charge. They have been drilled
from one to two hours each day for five days in each week. The
results that 1 have specially noted, are favorable in several res-
pects, viz: in invigorating their physical systems, developing
manly forms, adding grace and dignity to their manners, im-
pressing them with the necessity of accuracy and promptness, in
waking them to the importance of cheerful, immediate submis-
sion to the directions of their superiors in office. The experi-
ment thus far has proved the military drill to be valuable and
practicable in this seminary. It enables me to answer with some
confidence your first enquiry. =

1. It seems to me quite practicable to introduce a * military
drill and manual of arms, together with practice and theory of
military engineering into our colleges and higher institutions.”
The methods for carying this plan into effect will vary probably
in different institutions. To make it efficient, two things, it has
seemed to me, will be essential. First, to secure a good drill-
master, who shall be captain of the company. He may ben
professor in the institution or a pupil, as may be convenient, It
is not at all necessary that he should be a very scientific man.
The main point is to secure one who is capable, efficient and ac-
ceptable for this single duty. The second thing is to have &
regular course of study adapted to the military profession. It
should be thorough and extensive ; including the pure mathematics
through conic sections at least. Descriptive geometry and draw-
ing, surveying, civil and military engineering, mechtnioq and
military tactics. Those who complete this course should be en-
titled to a degree of such name and import as the Regents might
determine. This would both fit our young men for military life,
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and elevate the standard of scientific education in most of our
institutions, preparing youth for any pursuit they might wish to
follow. These subjects could be ordinarily taught by regular
professors. It could not be expected that all in the company
would complete this course. But a sufficient number might be
induced to complete it to form a large body of well educated
young men for officers of almost any rank. Those who partially
complete it could not pursue a course of study better adapted to
fit them for the duties of active life,

2. As you will perceive, we have already a department of
military instruction in our semipary. It was begun as an ex-
periment and has labored under many disabilities, and is yet in
ita infancy, but has assumed a somewhat permanent form. 1 am
directing our young men to a course of studies sach as I have
indicated above. We are desirous of improving and perfecting
the department.

3. We should prefer at present to employ a pupil for drill-
master, We have one who is capable and acceptable. The
scientific instruction and general supervision of the company
must be under the principal and regular professor. This plan it
may be found expedient hereafter to change.

4. To make the department what it ought to be we need aid.
For the company the institution should be furnished with arms
and equipments ; also text-books on strictly military subjects. I
would recommend also that the State pay the tuition of graduates
of the course for the last year. Besides a small appropriation
would be necessary to meet the expense of additional instruction.
These appropriations are the least that would be required for
the success and the efficiency of the department. They might
all be included in two items; first appropriation for arms, equip-
ments and text-books, which would not necessarily be repeated
often ; second appropriation for additional instruction—sojmuch
per member of company—ont of which graduates should have the
last year's instruction remitted,

5. Camp life could be attended to in our vacations.

6. Let me call your attention to the importance of such a de-
partment in our academies. The young men connected with them
do pot generally expect to study a profession. They are to form
onr future soldiers and officers in the army. Nearly three-fourths
of the students of our colleges look forward to a professional
life, and will therefore seldom be found in military ranks, Even
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if all should be educated for the army, the number would be too
small to meet the wants of the Empire State in the future that is
opening to us. For military services, we must depend to a great
extent upon that mass of intelligent youth who are in our numer-
ous academies and higher institutions of learning. If the State
should do anything to encourage and establish departments of
military instruction in any of our institutions, these assuredly
ought not to be omitted in the list of its beneficiaries.

In the above, I have but indicated the methods for carrying
into effeet a department of this kind. The details of the plan,
must depend to some extent, on circumstances. Hoping that the
mighty events that are now passing may awaken the Legislature
to some right and efficient action on the subject, J submit these
suggestions to the Regents, whose views will undoubtedly have a
controlling influence on the final result of legislative discussions.

- Very respectfully, yours,
(Signed) E. M. ROLLO.
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AN ACT TO PROMOTE MILITARY EDUCATION IN
THE HIGHER INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING IN
THIS STATE.

The People of the State of New York represented in Senate and

Assembly, do enact o5 Jollows:

Secriow 1. The Regents of the university are hereby author-
ized to select and appoint six of the incorporated colleges of
this State, subject to their visitation, and one incorporated
academy in each judicial district in the State, subject to their
visitation, in which a system of military education and training,
and the use and Practice of the manual of arms shall be estab-
lished as hereinafter provided,

§ 2. The Adjutant General is hereby authorized from time to
time, to furnish to the Proper officer of any institution so selected,
such and o many arms and such ‘military equipments and equip-
age as he may deem proper, taking satisfactory security to the
State for the proper use and safe return of the same when re-
quired,

§ 3. The Rogents of the university may appoint not to exceed
three professors of military instruction and tactics for the gene-
ral objects and purposes mentioned in thejr report on military
education presented to the Assembly on the seventh day of
March, 1862, who shall discharge such duties, and in such institu-
tions as the Regents may from time to time direct, and who shall
respectively receive o salary at the rate of fifteen hundred dol-
lars per annum, payable quarterly out of the sum hereinafter
appropriated,

§4. Each of the institutions selected as aforesaid may appoint
a drill-master (whose competency for the duties shall haye been
certified by the Adjutant General, or some officer whom he
may have designated for the purpose), to take the charge and
Superintendence of drilling the students in the military classes
of such institution, and in the manual of arms and other military
*Xercises, under such regulations as the Adjutant General may

b:—}-_h_»—e- -
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from time to time direct and approve, who shall each receive a
galary at the rate of seven hundred and fifty dollars per annum,
payable quarterly, out of the appropriation hereby made,

§ 5. The amount of the first six months of the appropriation
hereinafter made may be expended by the Regents and the Adju-
tant General, or with their approval in aiding the institutions
thus selected in making the requisite arrangements for conduct-
ing military education and drill, and in procuring libraries, maps
and models requisite for the purpose. But the amount appropri
ated for a library and for maps and models for any one institu-
tion shall not exceed five hundred dollars, and annually there-
after the sum of one hundred dollars may be used for the same
purpose. The books, maps and models thus procured, shall be
the property of the State, and the same may be retained by the
said institutions respectively until otherwise directed by the Re-
gents and the Adjutant General.

§ 6. A sum not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars of the amount
hereinafter appropriated may aunually be applied under the
direction of the Regents and the Adjutant General in defraying
the incidental expenses attendant upon carrying out the provis-
ions of this law,

§ 7. Any part of the sum hereby appropriated remaining unex-
pended after satisfying the aforesaid charges thereon, may in the
discretion of the Regents and the Adjutant General be applied
towards defraying the expenses attendant upon artillery exercise
and practice in any of the institutions thus selected or otherwise,
as they may deem proper in advancing military instruction, and
also in the expenses of any encampment or encampments for drill
and improvement in military science and tactics under such
regulations as to such encampments as may be approved by the
Adjutant General.

§ 8. If any institution thus selected shall at any time, in the
opinion of the Regents and the Adjutant General, fail satisfacto-
rily to perform its duties under this act; or if the number of
students in military education be too small in their judgment to
warrant its continuance, such other institution may be selected
in its place as the said Regents may determine.

§ 9. The sum of twenty-five thousand dollars per annum for
two years, is hereby appropriated for the purpose of carrying
the provisions of this act into effect, to be paid by the Treasurer,

L1 __—4
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rom time to time, on the warrant of the Comptroller, out of any
noney in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

§ 10. The Regents of the University and the Adjutant Gen-
ral, shall make an annual report to the Legislature as to the
panner in which the provisions of this act have been carried
ut.

§ 11. This act shall take effect immediately.



