
 

 

 

 

ROBERT WESTBROOK 

COMPLETED PHD DISSERTATIONS ADVISED 

 

NAME 
DATE 

OF PHD 
DISSERTATION SUBSEQUENT BOOK 

CURRENT 

POSITION 

Jeffrey Brown 2001 

"Vitalism and the 

Modernist Search for 

Meaning: Subjectivity, 

Social Order, and the 

Philosophy of Life in 

the Progressive Era" 

 

 

Associate 

Professor, 

Department of 

History, 

University of 

New Brunswick 

 

Michael Brown 2014 

 

"Experts, Eggheads, and 

Elites: Debating the 

Role of Intellectuals in 

American Political 

Culture, 1952-2008" 

 

 

Hope and Scorn: 

Eggheads, 

Experts, and 

Elites in 

American 

Politics 

(Chicago,2020) 

 

Assistant 

Professor, 

Rochester 

Institute of 

Technology 

Shane 

Butterfield 
2011 

 

"The Meaning of 

Tradition: Symbolism, 

Reform, and the Demise 

of the Great Plains 

Rural School, 1890-1965" 

 

 

Lecturer, 

Southern New 

Hampshire 

University 

Sara Dougherty 2012 

 

"Early Cold War Combat 

Films and the Religion 

of Empire" 

 

 
Librarian, City 

of Rochester 

Rebecca Edwards 1997 

"Words Made Flesh: 

Nineteenth-Century Deaf 

Education and the Growth 

of Deaf Culture" 

 

Words Made 

Flesh: 

Nineteenth-

Century Deaf 

Education and 

the Growth of 

Deaf Culture 

(NYU, 2012) 

 

 

Professor, 

Department of 

History, 

Rochester 

Institute of 

Technology 

 

Ian Gordon 1993 

"Envisioning Consumer 

Culture: Comic Strips, 

Comic Books, and 

Advertising in America" 

Comic Strips 

and Consumer 

Culture 

(Smithsonian, 

1998) 

 

Associate 

Professor, 

Department of 

History, 

National 

University, 

Sinqapore 

 

  



Laura Graham 1993 

 

"From Patriarchy to 

Paternalism: 

Disestablished Clergymen 

and the Manual Labor 

School Movement in 

Antebellum America" 

 

 

Digital 

Archivist, 

Smithsonian 

Institution, 

Washington DC 

Bradley 

Gundlach 
1995 

"The Evolution Question 

at Princeton, 1845-1929" 

 

Process and 

Providence: The 

Evolution 

Question at 

Princeton, 

1845-1929 

(Eerdmans, 

2013) 

 

 

Professor, 

Department of 

History, 

Trinity 

International 

University 

 

Edward Hodgman 2003 

"Détente and the 

Dissidents: Human Rights 

in the United States-

Soviet Relations, 1968-

1980" 

 

 

Financial 

Services, New 

York Life 

Insurance Co. 

 

Lili Kim 2001 

"The Pursuit of 

Imperfect Justice: The 

Predicament of Koreans 

and Korean Americans on 

the Homefront during 

World War II" 

 

Resisting the 

Orientalization 

of the Enemy: 

Korean Ameri-

cans, World War 

II, and the 

Transnational 

Struggle for 

Justice on the 

Homefront 

(Stanford, 

forthcoming) 

 

Associate 

Professor, 

Hampshire 

College 

Jordan Kleiman 2000 

 

"The Appropriate 

Technology Movement in 

American Political 

Culture" 

 

The Appropriate 

Technology 

Movement in 

American 

Political 

Culture 

(Pennsylvania, 

forthcoming) 

 

 

Associate 

Professor, 

Department of 

History, SUNY-

Geneseo 

Patrick 

LaPierre 
2008 

 

"The Disenchantment of 

American Liberalism: 

European Social Theory 

and the Travails of Mass 

Democracy, 1945-1962" 

 

 

Associate 

Professor, 

Department of 

History, SUNY-

Canton 

Tina Lent* 1994 

"Situating The 

Americans: Robert Frank 

and the Transformation 

of American Photography" 

 

 

Professor 

(Chair), 

Department of 

Fine Arts, 

Rochester 

Institute of 

Technology 

 

  



Jeffrey Ludwig 2015 

 

"Christopher Lasch:  
A Life. Volume One:  

History as Social 

Criticism" 

 

 

Director of 

Education, 

Seward House 

Museum, Auburn 

NY 

Drew Maciag 2005 
"Edmund Burke and 

American Civilization" 

 

The 

Americanization 

of Edmund 

Burke: 

Political 

Culture from 

the Revolution 

to 9/11 

(Cornell, 2013) 

 

Independent 

scholar 

Christopher 

Martin 
2002 

 

"Edward Filene and the 

Promise of American 

Democracy" 

 

 

 

Instructor, San 

Francisco 

University High 

School, San 

Franciso CA 

 

Kevin Mattson* 1994 

"Creating a Democratic 

Public: The Struggle for 

Urban Participatory 

Democracy during the 

Progressive Era, 1890-

1920" 

 

Creating a 

Democratic 

Public: The 

Struggle for 

Urban 

Participatory 

Democracy 

During the 

Progressive Era 

(Penn State, 

1997) 

 

 

Connor Study 

Professor, 

Department of 

History, Ohio 

University 

Karen McCally 2002 

 

"'A Bundle of Rights': 

The Commons School and 

American Social Policy, 

1905-1945" 

 

 

 

Senior 

Communications 

Officer and 

Editor, News 

Center, 

University of 

Rochester 

 

Christopher 

Phelps 
1995 

"Young Sidney Hook: 

Marxism and Pragmatism, 

Revolution and 

Democracy" 

Young Sidney 

Hook: Marxist 

and Pragmatist 

(Cornell, 1997) 

 

Associate 

Professor, 

American 

Studies, 

University of 

Nottingham UK 

 

Daniel Rinn 2020 

 

"Pragmatic Naturalism: 

The History of an 

American Environmental 

Idea" 

 

 
Independent 

scholar 

  



Ronald Satta 2005 

"The Sacred Text: 

Biblical Authority in 

Nineteenth-Century 

America" 

 

The Sacred 

Text: Biblical 

Authority in 

Nineteenth-

Century America 

(Pickwick, 

2007) 

 

Lecturer, , 

Finger Lakes 

Community 

College 

Jamie Saucier 2012 

 

"Cul-de-Sac Culture:The 

Suburban Discourse in 

America, 1945-1975" 

 

 

 

Graduate 

Specialist, 

Office of 

Graduate and 

Professional 

Studies, Texas 

A&M University 

 

Jeremy Saucier 2010 

"Army Advertising and 

the Politics of Memory 

and Culture in Post-

Vietnam America" 

 

 

Assistant Vice 

President for 

Interpretation 

and Electronic 

Games, Strong 

Museum, 

Rochester 

 

Charles Shindo 1992 

 

"Voice of the Migrant: 

Democracy and Culture in 

the Dust Bowl Works of 

John Steinbeck, John 

Ford, and Woody Guthrie" 

 

Dustbowl 

Migrants in the 

American 

Imagination 

(Kansas, 1997) 

Professor, 

Louisiana State 

University 

Michael 

Steinberg 
2013 

 

"The Secret History of 

Reason or the Birth of 

the Modern Out of the 

Spirit of Reaction" 

 

 
Attorney, 

Rochester NY 

Jonathan 

Strassfeld 
2019 

 

"Phenomenology in 

America" 

 

 

Inventing 

Philosophy’s 

Other: 

Phenomenology 

in America 

(University of 

Chicago, 

forthcoming) 

 

Lecturer, 

Cleveland State 

University 

John Summers 2006 

"C. Wright Mills : An 

American Rebel Abroad, 

1956-1962" 

 

The Life and 

Times of C. 

Wright Mills 

(Oxford,  

forthcoming) 

 

 

President, 

Lingua Franca 

Media Inc., 

Cambridge MA 

Michelle Togut* 1993 

 

"Striking Up for a New 

World: The Intellectual 

Odyssey of Robert 

Maynard Hutchins" 

 

 
Attorney, Los 

Angeles CA 



Carolyn Vacca 1998 

 

"A Reform Against 

Nature: Woman Suffrage 

and the Rethinking of 

American Citizenship" 

 

 

A Reform 

Against Nature: 

Woman Suffrage 

and the 

Rethinking of 

American 

Citizenship 

(Peter Lang, 

2004)  
 

Professor, St. 

John Fisher 

College; Monroe 

County 

Historian, 

Rochester NY 

 

Robert 

Vanderlan 
2004 

"Time Inc. and the 

Intellectuals" 

 
Intellectuals 

Incorporated: 

Politics, Art, 

and Ideas 

Inside Henry 

Luce's Media 

Empire 

(Pennsylvania, 

2010) 

 

Associate 

Director, 

Center for 

Teaching 

Innovation, 

Cornell 

University 

 

 

 

*Students I advised to completion following Christopher Lasch's illness and death in 

February 1994. Understandably, all wished to have Lasch listed officially as their 

advisor. 

 

 

 

 


