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HISTORY 103
The West and the World Since 1492
Spring 2022
TR 11:05-12:20
Morey 502
https://rochester.zoom.us/j/5852759348
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Course Description:
History 103 is a selective survey of European (and, by colonial extension, world) history from the Age of Exploration to the End of European Empire.  It follows roughly on History 102, but does not assume that you have taken it.  The reading consists of some important philosophical, scientific, or literary works that correspond to the periods we are studying and share a thematic focus on “the west and the world.” We meet every Tuesday and Thursday from 11:05-12:20 for informal lectures, discussion, conversation, and perhaps an occasional film.  Attendance at all class meetings is essential to successful completion of the course (see course requirements, below).

Instructor: Stewart Weaver, Department of History. Rush Rhees 362. 275-9348. stewart.weaver@rochester.edu. Office hours: Wed. 2:00-4:00 and by appointment.

Course Requirements:

1.  Consistent, alert, and active attendance at ALL class meetings (10%).

2.  Six short (1-2 page) written responses to the assigned reading, due on the day of designated discussions.  Designed simply to encourage prepared discussion, these will be collected and read, but not graded.  You get full credit simply for writing them responsibly. You get no credit for writing them irresponsibly (30%).

3.  Two 5-6 page analytical essays based on the assigned reading, due on February 24 and April 13 (20% each)

4.  Three-hour final essay exam, time and date TBA (20%).

Books:  The following books are required and available for purchase in the bookstore. They are also no doubt available for practically nothing on Amazon or other sites. But if purchasing elsewhere, please be sure to find the indicated editions so that we are all on the same page (so to speak). I strongly advise against attempting to read these books in electronic format on some device or other. For those who wish to absorb and retain what they are reading, the printed book is the way to go. 
Alvar Nuňez Cabeza de Vaca, Castaways (Ingram Pub 9780520070639) 
William Shakespeare, The Tempest (Penguin 9780142437162)

Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative (Penguin 9780142437162)

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (Penguin 978014143947)

Charles Darwin, Autobiography (Norton 978039331069)


Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (Penguin 9780141441672)
Franz Fanon, Wretched of the Earth (Ingram 978080214132)
Please note that there will be additional short readings as we go along, in the form of either class handouts or Blackboard postings. Please pay attention and be alert to the possibility of spontaneous assignments.
Statement regarding credit hours:

The College’s credit hour policy on undergraduate courses is to award 4 credit hours for courses that meet for the equivalent of 3 periods of 50 minutes each week.  Students enrolled in HIST 103 are expected to devote at least one hour each week outside of class to analyzing the course readings, preparing for class discussions, and working on writing assignments. 
General course policies:
 
Students with disabilities: 
The University of Rochester respects and welcomes students of all backgrounds and abilities. In the event you encounter any barrier(s) to full participation in this course due to the impact of disability, please contact the Office of Disability Resources. The access coordinators in the Office of Disability Resources can meet with you to discuss the barriers you are experiencing and explain the eligibility process for establishing academic accommodations. You can reach the Office of Disability Resources at: disability@rochester.edu; (585) 276-5075; Taylor Hall.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me as well.
 
Classroom etiquette:
Please turn off cell phones or set them to a silent alert.  Do not take them out in class unless instructed to do so.  In the rare event you must enter late or leave class early, please let us know in advance.
 
Academic honesty:
All assignments and activities associated with this course must be performed in accordance with the University of Rochester’s Academic Honesty Policy.  Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses and will be treated as such. Anyone who engages in such activities will be turned over to the College Board on Academic Honesty for disciplinary action, as outlined at http://www.rochester.edu/College/honesty/.  For helpful discussions of plagiarism (including subtle instances), see the American Historical Association’s “Defining Plagiarism,” https://www.historians.org/teaching-and-learning/teaching-resources-for-historians/plagiarism-curricular-materials-for-history-instructors/defining-plagiarism, and Benjamin, Student’s Guide, ch. 4, especially pp. 78-79, 81, 84-86.
Class Schedule

NB: This is a tentative class schedule as of the start of the semester. I reserve the right to make changes to this schedule and to tweak the reading assignments as needed as we go along. The only way to stay on top of the schedule is to come to class regularly and to pay attention to any e-mails and announcements coming from me.

Jan. 13

Introduction and Overture
Part I: The Age of Exploration
Jan. 18

The Age of Exploration and “Discovery” 
Jan. 20

Discussion: Cabeza de Vaca, Castaways (1542) 
Jan. 25

The Protestant Reformation
Jan. 27

The Wars of Religion
Feb. 1

The Age of Shakespeare
Feb. 3

Discussion: William Shakespeare, The Tempest (1610-11)
Feb. 8

The Scientific Revolution
Feb. 10
Absolutism and Empire
Feb. 15
The Middle Passage
Feb. 17
Discussion: Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative (1789)
Part II: The Age of Revolution
Feb. 22
The French Revolution

* FIRST ESSAY DUE *
Feb. 24
The Industrial Revolution
March 1
Romanticism
March 3
Discussion: Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1818)
March 5-13
Spring Break
March 15
Industry and Empire
March 17
Karl Marx and the Springtime of Peoples
March 22
The Darwinian Revolution
March 24
Discussion: Charles Darwin, Autobiography (1887) 






Part III: The Age of Empire
March 29
The New Nationalism


March 31
The New Imperialism


April 5

Joseph Conrad and the Nineteenth Century
April 7

Discussion: Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (1902)
April 12
War and Revolution


* SECOND ESSAY DUE *

April 14
Depression and Dictatorship     


April 19
The End of European Empire
April 21
Discussion: Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (1961)
Part V: After Empire
April 26           Conclusion: Europe after Empire
*

Final Exam.  Time and Place TBA
NB: There will no early, late, make-up, or otherwise alternate exam of any kind. Please make your end-of-year travel plans accordingly!

