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Abstract::The synthesis of complex secondary metabolites provides material for biological study and iden-
tifies gaps in methodology. Our investigation of the 'neurotrophic’ Illicium sesquiterpenes has led to their
identification as hyperexcitatory compounds and the development of an unusual butenolide heterodimeri-
zation, which in turn led to a series of pathway-specific cGAS/STING antagonists.
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