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Can It Really All Be Explained By Guns,
Germs and Steel?

This year’s Louis Henry Morgan Lecture, “As Natural As Life: What
A Papua New Guinea Sugar Plantation Can Teach Us About Human History,”
was delivered by Dr. Frederick Errington and Dr. Deborah Gewertz. The lec-
ture examined globalization and global disparities from the perspective of a
Papua New Guinea sugar plantation owned and operated by a British-based
multinational corporation. Dr. Errington, Distinguished Professor of Anthropol-
ogy at Trinity College, and Dr. Gewertz, G. Henry Whitcomb Professor of
Anthropology at Amherst College, gave a public lecture on Wednesday Octo-
ber 16", and joined a panel discussion on the 17™, on various aspects of their
historical and anthropological study of Papua New Guinea. Both Gewertz and
Errington are considered premier ethnographers of Papua New Guinea, the
largest of the Pacific island states.

Within their research in Papua New Guinca, particularly their research
around the Ramu sugar plantation, Errington and Gewertz believe there lie im-
portant lessons about human history. It first and foremost teaches us that his-
tory is not a blind course of events. People have made history by conducting
themselves within culture. Cultural narratives have changed as people interact
and we must contemplate how they have changed. Booker Agriculture Inc., a
British owned company, brought the Ramu sugar plantation itself to Papua New
Guinea because Papua New Guineans wanted to “catch up” to the countries
that surrounded them without making the same mistakes that other countries
had made, They wanted to bring in capitalism and infrastructure in order to
provide for national self-sufficiency. Ramu sugar did not just pop into the pic-
ture because it was an inevitability, but because it was a possibility and was part
of Papua New Guinean’s cultural narratives of desire.

The first question that might come to mind is, “How is Ramu not a tool
for expansionism and Westernization?” Errington and Gewertz argue that Ramu
favors protective markets. There is an emphasis on Papua New Guinean inves-
tors, jobs for Papua New Guinean residents, and a general sense of social
positivism. They argue that Ramu is one of the brighter spots in Papua New
Guinea; it has characteristics of “benign capitalism,” which is for the local people
and benefits them. The factory itself produces sugar but at the same time evokes
a common heritage, since sugar cane was originally domesticated in Papua
New Guinea, and allows them to get out from underneath their former coloniz-
ers, the Australians.

However, the lecture quickly began to tocus not on Ramu sugar as a

controversial industry in Papua New Guinea, but on a controversial book
Continued pg 2
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Cantinued from pg |

published in 1999 and written by biologist Jared Diamond. The book, Guns, Germs and Steel: The Fate of
Human History, was written after Diamond had an experience in Papua New Guinea with a man named
Yali. Yali asked the question, “Why do Black people have nothing of their own?” Diamond, in his book,
uses this question to lead the reader into a discussion ofthe unfolding patterns ofhistory’s “haves” and
“have-nots.” His analysis relies on geography and the availability of guns, genms and steel to explain the
presence of global disparities. However, as anthropologists, Errington and Gewertz disagree with
Diamond’s analysis. They belicve that Yali was not asking about the “have™ and “have-nots” of possessions
and was instead questioning “Black people’s” lack of social equality. What Diamond’s analysis lacks is a
discussion of how Papua New Guineans shape events in their own views of the desirable and the feasible.
He misses what the “have-nots” of the world actually want. His history is a working out of ultimate causes
that have shaped immediate effects as proximal causes. Unlike Errington and Gewertz, Diamond seems to
believe that necessary causes are sufficient causes and culture is only a wildcard. Therefore, “Black
people’s” ancestors lacked access to resources and therefore lost the environmental draw and ended up the
“have-nots.”

Errington and Gewertz’s biggest prob-
lem with Diamond is that his attitude of histori-
cal inevitability allows for the support ofthe
status quo. His argument leaves the “haves”
convinced they are just that, not becausc of
active oppression but because of passive in-
evitability and therefore they are no longer re-
sponsible for their position as a “have.” His
argument does not take into account cultural
narratives on the desirable and feasible. There
are often, in Errington and Gewertz view, cul-
turally salient alternatives. Diamonds’ ideas
over historical inevitability did not come out of
genuine conversation with Yali. Yali’s question
could have challenged the self-interested, but
his voice was silenced by Diamond’s attempts
to justify conquest with the rhetoric of what
was inevitable.

If Errington and Gewertz were to address Yali’s question they would pay attention to the complexi-
ties of the rhetoric, practices and contingencies of empires. They would acknowledge the contesting narra-
tives of how others could benefit us not through exploitation, but through self-consideration, and concern
ourselves with what could bring equality to Yali and people like him. Part of the answer lies in the denatural-
izing of power. The focus should be on how power could be used in other ways. As “haves™ we must begin
a movement towards the acknowledgement of responsibility regardless of the historical and cultural influ-
ences that might play a part in the way we attained that position. As anthropologists, when we take on
cultural projects we must recognize how imbued with self-interest they can be and we must also take
responsibility for that self-interest.

Ifyou would like more informationon Drs. Errington and Gewertz please feel free to visit our
website at http://www.rochesteredu/college/ ANT/events.html.

......
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ALUMNI UPDATES:

Richard J. Senghas (PhD, 1997) has re-
cently been awarded tenure at Sonoma State Uni-
versity, promoted to Associate Professor, and now
serves as chair of the Department of Anthropology/
Linguistics and as coordinator of the Linguistics Pro-
gram at Sonoma State. His teaching duties at SSU
focus on anthropological theory, linguistic anthropol-
ogy, and linguistics. Richard conducted fieldwaork on
a newly emerging sign language in Managua, Nica-
ragua as part of his dissertation. He has recently pub-
lished an article with Leila Monaghan, “Signs of Their
Times: Deaf Communities and the Culture of Lan-
guage,” in this year’s volume of the Annual Review
of Anthropology, in which they review sign language
research in the anthropological literature. He also has
completed a chapter on his own work in Nicaragua
that will appear in Many Ways to be Deaf, a collec-
tion expected for release by Gallaudet University
Press in the Spring of 2003. Bringing his anthropo-
logical perspective back home (quite literally), he
began ethnographic studies of cohousing as a mode
of housing and intentional community formation in the
U.S. His intercsts are motivated in part by his own
experiences with cohousing in Rochester, NY, and
Sonoma County, CA. He can be reached by e-mail
at Richard.Senghas@sonoma.edu.

FACULTY UPDATES:

Eastman professor of ethno-musicology
Ellen Koskoff received the esteerned 2002 ASCAP-
Deems Taylor Award for her recent book “Music in
Lubavitcher Life.” The American Society of Com-
posers, Authors and Publishers, rewards the Deems
Taylor Award annually for exceptional writing and
scholarship pertaining to music.

Protessor Koskoff will be teaching “Worlds
of Music,” a cross-listed anthropology course in the
spring semester of this year.

Professor Robert J. Foster 1s releasing a
new book, Materializing the Nation: Commodities,
Consumption, and Media in Papua New Guinea. The
book is being published by Indiana University Press.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The Department of Anthropology at the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside is seeking enthusias-
tic, qualified applicants for its graduate program, The pro-
gramiransforms scholars into professional anthropologists
who will variously engage in research, teaching, policy-
related, and/or administrative activities that benefit the
peoples with whom they work. It focuses on how people
living in a variety of settings participate in and adapt to
processes of change and transformation, both historically
and in the contemporary world. The faculty is committed
to a unified concept of the discipline and views the tradi-
tional subtields {sociocultural, archaeological, linguistic, and
biclogical) as crosscut by a series of foci that create clus-
ters of faculty fromi the traditional subject interests and
constitute areas of specialization. These foci articulate con-
temporary or emerging concerns within the discipline. They
constitute both the strength and uniqueness of the pro-
gram. The most developed foci at present are concerned
with (1) transnational processes such as inequality, mi-
gration, border and bi-national communities that are asso-
cjated with the globalization of capital today; (2) the ar-
chaeology of Mescamerica and Western North Amnerica;
and (3) political ecology and economy; (4) applied anthro-
pology; (5) medical anthropology; and (6) local knowl-
edge systems. A majority of the faculty has conducted
research in Latin America, so there is depth in this area.

The department admits applicants only during the
fall quarter. The deadline for admissions to the fall quar-
ter is January 5. Only complete applications will be con-
sidered. Applicants will be notified in late March. For fur-
ther information, please contact the Graduate Advisor or
Students Affairs Assistant at the Department of Anthro-
pology, University of California, Riverside, Riverside, CA
92521 http://anthropology.ucr.edu/
email: cultures{@ucr.edu.

Got an announcement or an update?
Want to share it with us?
E-mail us at anthro@mail.rochester.edu
and we'll be sure to get you into the next
edition!
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UNDERGRADUATE AWARDS
2001-200=2

Gerald Williams Memorial Prize for Language and Culture
During the past year, the Department has been able to donate many of the old journals, donated by Gerald E.
Williams, a linguistic anthropologist and Chair of the U of R Anthropology Department until his death in 1974,
to under-resourced libraries in places such as Guam and Brazil. We have also been able to sell some ofthe
duplicate and triplicate volumes to second hand book dealers. It is with the modest proceeds of these sales
that the Gerald Williams Memorial Prize Fund was established.

The Department of Anthropology established the Gerald E. Williarns Memorial Prize in order to recognize and
encourage the research of students on questions of language and culture, and cross-cultural communication.
This years recipients were Viviana Benitez and Jessica Sagert for their joint senior seminar project, “Language,
Culture and Success™ and to Marleny Rubio for her senior seminar project “Japan and the United States of
America: A Cross-Cultural Understanding.”

Viviana and Jessica’s research took place on the campus of the University of Rochester. Their goal, in their
own words, was “to document on film the significance that language and culture have for success in America.”
For nine months they conducted ethnographic research to produce a twenty-one minute filr.

Marleny’s project was similarly ambitious. Marleny spent the Spring 0of 2001 in Japan. She decided to pro-
duce a magazine for students who would like to go Japan, or for that matter for students who wish to study
another cuiture. Marleny’s project aimed to illustrate in words and in cartoons that studying the language ofthe
host culture is a necessary step but it is not enough to get along in a new culture, What is critical, she says, was
to understand the rules for social behavior that arc so different from culture to culture.

Alumni Award for Promoting Anthropology and the Public Good
For the past several years, the Department of Anthropology has oriented part of its curriculum to social issues
of pressing public concern——issues such as racism, poverty and the challenges confronting American cities. In
this regard, the Department has responded to a renewed sense in the field of anthropology that the discipline
must apply its methods and insights to the world beyond academe. In short, anthropology must become more
ofa public anthropology.

Two years ago, the Department established the Alumni Award for the Promotion of Anthropology and the
Public Good. Modest donations were collected trom many loyal alumni of the Anthropology Department to
fund the prize. {ast vear, the inaugural Alumni Award was given to Kate Navarra and Tessa Farmer for
organizing the 2001 Spring Conference to mark the centennial of Margaret Mead—one of'the foremost public
anthropologists of the last century. This year’s Alumni Award recipient was Teri Peart.

Teri was a member of the Black Student Union, the College Diversity Roundtable, and the Office of Admission’s
Multicultural Visitation Program. She served as Chief Co-ordinator of the Minority Student Advisory Board
and was a volunteer mentor for at-risk students entering the University. She used her anthropological skills and
knowledge of culture to design and evaluate multicultural programs and programs that contributed to the
wellbeing of minority students.
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THE 2002-2003 NEILLY SERIES
EVENTS OF | o
ANTHROPOLOGICAL The 2002-03 Neilly Series began at 5:00 pm Thursday,

September 26th, when writer Kenn Harper described
the life of Minik, an Inuit boy taken from his family in the
late 1800s and brought to New York. Harper first heard
INTERACTIVE PROGRAM ON WEST the story fromthe Polar Eskimos of Greenltand and wrote
AFRICA the best seller, Give Me My Father’s Body: The Life of
Minik, the New York Eskimo. He tracked the story and
West Africa: Myth versus Reality was held on  documented the role of the American Museum of Natu-
Tuesday, October 29th at 8:30 pmin the Hoeing  ral History in the Minik affair,
Faculty Basement Lounge. It was an interactive
program that focused on the West African region  Harper, who has lived in the Canadian Arctic and
in terms of culture, politics, and the economy. The  Greenland for more than 35 years, is a linguist fluent in
panel consisted of study aboard students, includ-  the Eskimo language and an active participant in territo-
ing fourth year Anthropology major Allison Dorsey,  rial issues. He was an advisor on setting up the govern-
and Ghanaian students who led the discussion. ment of Nunavut, Canada’s third territory established in
There was free authentic Ghanaian food and mu- 1999, His lecture with slides was held inthe Welles-Brown
sic. Roomof'Rush Rhees Library on the River Campus.

INTEREST

AFRICA VIDEO & FILM SERIES

“The Case for Black Reparations”

The purpose of the video was to provide a factual background to the contemporary reparations issue now
being discussed in the political arena. Viewers would be better prepared to participate in the Frederick
Douglass Institute’s upcoming panel discussion on “Reparations for African Americans: An American
Dilemma?” held November 20th at 6:30 pm in the Welles-Brown Room in Rush Rhees Library. The cvent
was held on November 6" at 5:00 pm in Morey 302 and was sponsored by the Frederick Douglass
Institute for African and African American Studies.

“Ken Saro-Wiwa: An African Martyr”

Ken Saro-Wiwa is a celebrated Ogini writer and was a noted environmentalist who boldly campaigned for
the rights of Nigeria’s Ogoni people, suffering from decades ofresource exploitation by forcign oil compa-
nies and the dictatorship of the former military regimes. The video allowed audiences to hear his views,
poetry. hopesand dreams. Given the important discourse on reliable oil resources, this is a timely documen-
tary that provides insight into how people from oif producing regions often do not benefit from the wealth
produced by others. The event took place on Wednesday, October 16™, at 5:00 pm in Morey 302.

FORMER WEAPONS INSPECTOR SPEAKS AT THE U OF R

Scott Ritter, former chief UNSCOM weapons inspector in Iraq, has been speaking all over the U.S.,
discussing the controversial Bush administration plans to invade Iraq. During the presentation, Ritter spoke
bluntly about American foreign policy surrounding Irag. He has recently become one of the most vocal
denouncers of Bush’s war plans. He spoke to a packed audience at the University of Rochester on Novem-
ber 7" at 5:00 pm in Hoyt Hall.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDER
EVENTS OF ANTHROPOLOGICAL INTEREST SPEAKS IN ROCHESTER
(continued from pg 5) Maria Luisa Acosta, defender of the environ-

ment and indigenous peoples in eastern Nica-

ragua, spoke to Rochester area residents on
ARCHEOZOOLOGIST VISITS U OF R Tuesday, November 19th, at 7:30 pm at the
CLASS First Unitarian Church. The event was spon-
Dr. Carol Cope, anarcheozoologist, wasintownand (4104 by the Cuidad Hermana Task Force of
agreed to speak during Professor Aviam’s course Metro Justice, the Rochester Committee on
“Archacology of Ancient Galilee”™ on Thursday, Latin Americans (ROCLA}and the Nicaragua
November 14", 2002, She discussed the butchering Network.
patterns in archaeological sites as a proof for Kashrut
laws. The talk was in Lattimore 210 at 7:00 pm. It Indigenous communitics in eastern Nicara-
was open to the public.

gua—which have been living in self-sustaming
harmony with nature for centuries—face the

ncursion of multinational corporations eager to
The AAA is Celeb rating it’s reap profits. Thanks to attorney Maria Luisa
i . Acosta, the rainforest and its indigenous
Centennial!

inhabitants now have a chance. She is their
chieflegal representation in their efforts to

This year the AAA’s 101st Annual

Meeting was held in New Orleans! defend fragile ec;’]fj;irgs and indigenous
The meeting were being held from November 20- '
24, 2002 at the Hyatt Regency in New Orleans, Her work has not been without a price.
Louisianna. however. It is widely believed that the recent
In attendance from the U of R were murder of her husband, Francisco Gareia, is
*Professor Robert Foster*

connected to her efforts to protect the Pearl

*Professor Thomas Gibson*  Islands froman illegal Jand grab by U.S, citizen

*Professor Nancy Forand*

Peter Tsokos.
*Professor Ernestine McHugh* . N LN
(Eastman School of Music) or rmore miormation on the _l'caragua
. . , . . Network feel free to e-mail at
[o learn more about this year’s meetings visit nicanct@afel.or
http://www.aaanet.org/mtgs/mtgs.htm \walg).org.

Susan B. Anthony Institute Faculty Research Seminar
This research seminar featured Professor Ayala Emmett ofthe Anthropology Department. Professor
Emmett discussed the new 2003 edition of her book Qur Sisters’ Promised Land: Women, Politics and
Israeli-Palestinian Coexistence. It was held on November 18th, 2002 in 540 Lattimore Hall from 12:30-
2:00 pm. The River Campus Barnes & Noble has Professor Emmett’s book on order.
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The Undergraduate Anthropology Counci| Corner

The UAC has been busy! We have had numerous events this semester and
anumber of co-sponsorships with other organizations. We have grown in number
1 and, therefore, increased our ability to become more involved with on-campus

| events. Below is a run-down of the events that have been either solely sponsored or
co-sponsored by the UAC so far this semester.

‘ On Friday, October 18th, 2002, students were invited to participate in a

catered lunch with the Morgan Lecturers Deborah Gewertz and Frederick
Ermington.

We co-sponsored an event with the UR Students for Social Justice, Metro
Justice of Rochester and Amnesty International, which was held on October 23rd,
2002. The event featured speaker Professor Nabil Kaylani from RIT’s Department
| of History. This event entitled, “Globalization, Pre-emption and the Question of
| Iraq,” was a public discussion on the U.S. Administration’s possible Invasion of
| Iraq and 1ts possible connection to globalizaiton.

On November Ist, 2002, we sponsored a fireside chat entitled, “Creativity, Imagination and the
Transmission of Cultural Infomation: A Discussion on Creative Ethnography.” 1he discussants
were Ayala Emmett from the Department of Anthropology and senior anthropology major, Katie Hotra,
This event probed at how we can use creativity, innovation and anthropology to best communicate a cultural
experience, event, or issue to a larger audience. The discussion was an introduction to what Professor
Emmett will be focusing on in her course ANT 274, “Creative Ethnography.”

Our next event is entitled “NONVIOLENT REGIME CHANGE: A Peaceful Alternative to
War with Iraq?” It isa public forum on nonviolent conflict, featuring the showing of the PBS Documentary
film: “Bringing Down a Dictator” (2000; The downtfall of Serbian dictator Milosevic) and will be foltowed by
panel discussion/open forum of questions and answers. Panelists include Jack Duvall, Professor Ayala
Emmett and Professor Robert Holmes. The event will take place Wednesday, December 4™, with a recep-
tion at 6:30 pmand the program following at 7:00 pm in Hubbell Auditorium. The event is being co-spon-
sored with UR Peace, Newman Community, UR Students for Social Justice, Grassroots and Amnesty
International.

For more iq}brma[ion on upcoming UAC events go to
http:// www.rochester.edu/college/ ANT/students_uac.html
or
Check out events sponsored by the Anthropology Department at
http://www.rochester.edu/calendar
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From the Editor’s Desk

Tt is hard to believe that we arcnear-
ing the end of this year’s fall semester. It has
been a busy semester, evidenced by the
amouni of events that the Anthropotogy
Department and the UAC have been in-
volved with. Because of our activeness in
events this seinester, it has been a time of
new and exciting opportunities for us to get
anthropological perspectives out on our
campus and in the community.

One of the UAC’s co-sponsored
events entitled “Globalization, Pre-emption
and the Question of Iraq™ drew over 65 stu-
dents and community members together for
dialogue over the controversies surround-
ing Iraq presently, Anthropology students
from our college have worked individually
and networked collectively with anthropol-
ogy students from all over the Rochester
area to protest the prospect of war in Iraqg
and to dialogue with one another. Anthro-
pology Professors Tom Gibson and Ayala
Emmett have both been willing to bring an-
thropological perspectives to discussion
panels and lectures on the subject.

An anthropology professor from
Rochester Institute of Technology once told
me that anthropology is not a social science
of comfort. [f'we begin to critique and chal-
lenge American culture in a time where we
are told to be critical is to be un-American,
we are faced with a difficult dilemma. As
memberts of American culture, we are

Questions or com-
ments on any articles
or upcoming events?

Please feel free to

contact us!

Ellen Ray:
er003i@mai rochester.edy

Anthropology Dept.
anthro@mmai rochesteredu

/é

foreed to question our own cultural notions as
we challenge others. However, if we do not
ask the cultural questions and if we do not
challenge the status quo, who will? The num-
ber of anthropology students, faculty and staft’
who have not shied away from that challenge
has encouraged me greatly.

It is my belief that it is important, now
more than ever, for anthropologists to be more
reflexive and more willing to challenge cultural
beliefs and attitudes presented to us as part of
an American consensus. | have been taught in
my years here that it is and has been our re-
sponsibility to attempt to place controversies
in a larger cuitural context. In this case, it is
especially intportant, in the face of Bush’s seem-
ingly “unified America,” to ask the challeng-
ing questions of American culture. Now, more
than ever, anthropology is an indispensable
social science and [ am happy that we have
and, hopefully, will continue to have the op-
portunity to bring our perspectives and ques-
tions to the table.

For those of you who would like to
include an editorial or note that is not neces-
sarily an update, submissions of all sorts are
always welcome. Also, if you will be in the
Rochester area and would like to participate in
a UAC sponsored event, please contact me to
make arrangements, We always appreciate your
input and support.
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*Mark Your Calendar®

* Decemberi2, 2002
Last Day of Classes

December 13-15, 2002
Reading Period

Decernber16-22, 2002
Exam Week

December 23-January 14, 2003
Winter Bregk

January 15, 2003
Classes Resume





